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Scots Language Award level 6: Understanding and Communication

Outcome 1
Mary, Queen of Scots by Dr Dauvit Horsbroch

This excerpt, from the ‘Hoo Mary Rang’ section of the Scots Language Centre’s comprehensive text on Mary, Queen of Scots, provides a brief history of Mary’s reign over Scotland. You can read more here. 

Mary I wis born in Lithgae palace in 1542 an becam queen o Scotland jist a week efter whan her faither King Jeems V dee’d. She wis the first undisputit queen that rang in thir islands, an the first cryed Mary forby. The Inglis attemptit tae force a mairrage treaty atween Mary an thair Prince Edwart, howpin tae hae owerance o Scotland throu her, but the Scots made a treaty wi Hendrie II o Fraunce an trystit Mary tae Hendrie’s son Frauncis. Syne, in 1548, she wis sent tae Fraunce tae bide. Atween hauns, while Mary wis awa, Scotland wis ruled on her behauf wi her kizzen Jeems Hamiltoun erle o Arran, an syne wi her Frainch mither Mary o Guise-Lorraine. 
Awready queen o Scots in her ain richt, in 1559 Mary becam queen o Fraunce forby, alang wi her man Frauncis. Noo thay pit forrit claim tae the croun o Ingland on the grunds that Mary wis the richtfae Catholic heir. But in 1560 Frauncis dee’d. Thon same year Scots releegious reformers claucht pouer throu uphaud fae the Inglis – the Soothrons wantin tae bring aboot regime chenge an ding doun Frainch influence. A pairlament held in Embra, that richtly-speakin wis unlawfae, noo declared that Scotland wis a Protestant kintra.


Activity 1: Audience and Purpose
Answer these questions to demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of, and audience for, this text.
1. Which type of audience is this text suitable for? 

2. What is the purpose of this text?

Activity 2: Main Ideas
Answer these questions to demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas of this text.
1. How did Mary become Queen of Scots?

2. Why did people in England wish for Mary to marry Prince Edward?

3. What was James Hamilton’s involvement?

4. What thwarted Mary’s plans to become Queen of England?

Activity 3: Grammar
Answer these questions to demonstrate an understanding of the meaning and effect of the language used.

1. Look at the following words: ‘undisputit, attemptit, trystit.
a) What is the English equivalent of the ‘-it’ suffix?
b) What does the -it suffix tell us?

2. Look at the word ‘wantin’. Which grammatical feature of Scots does this word demonstrate?

Activity 4: Connotations and Inferences
Answer these questions to demonstrate you understand the connotations and inferences of the word choice used.
Read this sentence again: Thon same year Scots releegious reformers claucht pouer throu uphaud fae the Inglis – the Soothrons wantin tae bring aboot regime chenge an ding doun Frainch influence.

1. What does the word ‘claucht’ tell us about the way in which reformers gained power?

2. What does the phrase, ‘pouer throu uphaud fae the Inglis’ suggest about the influence of the Scots reformers?

3. a) What are the connotations of ‘ding doun’? 
b) What does the phrase ‘ding doun’ tell us about the English people?

Outcome 2
Watch the Mary Queen of Scots film trailer here.
Option A
Write a discursive piece entitled, ‘Why does the story of ‘Mary, Queen of Scots’ continually capture the imagination?’
Option B
Write a dramatic monologue from the perspective of Mary, Queen of Scots.

Your piece should be written in Scots, and you must ensure that you:
· select appropriate ideas;
· use a suitable format – for example, paragraphs and/or subheadings;
· demonstrate that you know Scots vocabulary and have an understanding of Scots grammar.
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